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1. Introduction 

Jai Guru Dev 

Dear Member of 'Friends of Bhakti Marga': 
 



 

 

A new year has begun and many members of our 'Friends of Bhakti Marga' family have 
followed their heart’s call to welcome the new year together with Guruji and under His 
blessing. For all of us it was a great joy to celebrate the days during Christmas and New 
Year together with Paramahamsa Vishwananda and you, as well as hundreds of guests 
from all over the globe in His Ashram Shree Peetha Nilaya. 
 
Happily singing and dancing with Guruji, we let the last hours of the old year come to an 
end and all hearts opened to this godly vibration of love and joy. The heartfelt and happy 
kirtans and bhajans accompanied by the sound of many instruments filled the ashram; 
hopefully also Lakshmi Narayana and Her companions in Vaikunta were touched by it. 
 
With an arati celebrated by Guruji in the temple, we bid farewell to the old year 2017 and 
welcomed happily the new year 2018 with a beautiful sparkling fireworks display in 
Guruji’s benedictive presence. 
 
You certainly have already heard that 2018 will become a very special year, an anniversary 
year of jubilation and love (Jubilee of Love) which will go down in history as a very special 
year indeed! The month of June is the culmination of this 'Jubilee of Love'. There are four 
main events with Paramahamsa Vishwananda: 
 

 The inauguration of the big new temple 'Sri Kripeshwarnath' from 07 - 10 June, 
 The celebration of the 40th birthday of Paramahamsa Vishwananda on 13 June, 
 Accompanied by a boat trip on the river Rhine on 14 June, 
 And to conclude, the JUST LOVE Festival 2018 from 15 – 17 June. 

 
Each of these celebrations is worth a pilgrimage to SPN. Together they are the biggest 
10-day spiritual uplifting festival in the presence of a living Master. Don’t miss attending 
these great spiritual festivities with Paramahamsa Sri Swami Vishwananda which will last 
for 10 days! 
 
The following link describes each event and gives you the opportunity to purchase tickets. 
Up to 28 February, you can benefit from a discount, too. 
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/jubilee-of-love 
 
Since starting His mission in 2005, Paramahamsa Vishwananda has, in His great love, 
visited many countries worldwide to bless people, to help them, to open their hearts, to 
remind them of their love and to lead them back to their divine source. This year, Guruji 
has decided to travel less, and instead He has invited all countries to come to His ashram. 
He has given each country the opportunity to spend one week as a group in Shree Peetha 
Nilaya and to learn together, to share experiences and to experience Darshan with Him. 
 
This is a unique chance and we, the residents of SPN, are looking forward to welcoming 
you and other members of our Friends of Bhakti Marga family from all over the world. 

2. Christmas Letter and Change of address 

On 22 November 2017, we mailed the annual Christmas and New Year’s letter by postal 
mail to Friends of Bhakti Marga members. Each letter contained the FoBM Membership 
card and, as a present, special picture cards which were blessed by Guruji. Some letters 
and membership cards are still waiting in SPN for their owners. The reason for this is 



 

 

either missing or uncomplete addresses or the person preferred not to get any postal 
mail. 

We kindly ask you to inform us about any change of address (name, street, house 
number, zip code, town, country) as soon as possible. 

Please send changes by e-mail to friends@bhaktimarga.org or anjushri@365bm.org.   

If you have not received the letter or the membership card, please send an e-mail or talk 
personally to Mataji Anjushri while you are at SPN. 

 

3. Friends of Bhakti Marga new member card 2018: it’s a Cash Card too!                        
  

As of 2018, the FoBM member card will be a special Bhakti Marga Cash Card which 
you can add money to with either cash or a credit card/bank card transfer. It is a 
personal and non-transferrable card which each member receives only one time and 
which will accompany you during your whole membership at FoBM. On the member 
card are your first and last name, your spiritual name, your country and your FoBM 
member number. Please always carry your card with you when visiting Shree Peetha 
Nilaya. 

You can recharge your FoBM cash card anytime here in SPN at the Cash Card 
machines. However, you cannot refund the money on the card as on normal cards. 
Therefore, please do not load too much money on the card. 

Whenever you pay with it, you will get a FoBM Member’s discount of 10%... 

• In the shop on the full assortment items, now including books. 
• In the Bhajan Café. 
• In the snack and drink vending machine. 
• On certain seminars and Academy courses. 
• On other offers on which may be decided on short notice. 

 

Ø When you pay for accommodation, (which includes meals), you will receive a 
second cash card that is programmed for free meals. You cannot get prepaid 
meals with the FoBM Card.  

Ø Therefore, it is recommended that you pay for food and accommodation with a 
normal cash card and use the FoBM Card for all places where you can get the 
discount. 

Ø In addition, you cannot get cash back from the FoBM Cash card. It is only when 
you end your FoBM membership and return the card permanently that the cash 
on the card will be returned to you. 

Ø We apologize for these restrictions, but unfortunately it is technically not 
possible to do it any other way. We hope you enjoy using your new card with 
your special Member’s discount! 

 



 

 

4. Monthly contribution for Friends of Bhakti Marga and application 
 
Since the end of 2015, new members for FoBM can apply only ‘online’.  
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/donate/fobm/application-form 
 
Please point this out to people who are interested in becoming members of FoBM. 
With just a mouse click, the filled-in form is sent to us. Then the new member will receive 
a welcome letter in his/her mother language, together with some information. 
 
Only the members who indicate in their application the complete postal address will 
receive the Christmas and New Year’s letter. This letter ONLY is forwarded by postal mail. 
All other information and newsletters, invitations for live broadcast, etc. will be sent by e-
mail. 
 
In the application form the member commits for a monthly financial amount. The 
minimum amount is 10 Euro per month. This amount can be paid monthly, semi-annually 
or another time interval. If you wish to pay semi-annually or annually, then please make 
sure that the amount is transferred by end of June. 
 
We recommend that you place a monthly money transfer order with your bank. 
 
There are three possibilities for payment:  
 

• Bank transfer 
• Cash payment in Shree Peetha Nilaya 
• Online via Bhakti Marga Shop with your FoBM-number on your membership card. 

Only your credit card will be charged, there are no other expenses: 
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/donate/fobm/payments  

 
 
All information about Friends of Bhakti Marga you will find under: 
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/donate/fobm/overview. 
 
Please do not forget to fulfil your financial obligation as a member of FoBM! 
 
 
5. Live Broadcast of certain events in SPN with Paramahamsa Vishwananda for 
FoBM 

Guruji permits certain events which take place in Shree Peetha Nilaya with Him to be 
broadcast live for members of FoBM. The next event which will be broadcast live is: 

• Shivaratri 13-14 February 2018  

One week before the event, you will get a password in order to log in. 

 
6. Events in Shree Peetha Nilaya 

Please use the calendar on the Bhakti Marga Website to learn about upcoming events 
that take place in Shree Peetha Nilaya with Paramahamsa Vishwananda. This calendar is 



 

 

only in English, but always kept up to date.  By clicking on the selected event, you can 
register online.  
 
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/events 
 
7. Miscellaneous 

• Darshan 

It is possible to attend Darshan with Paramahamsa Vishwananda ONLY by registering via 
the website. Important: In case you have registered but cannot come, inform us and sign 
out, so that the seat which is reserved for you can be given to someone else. Otherwise 
you will be prevented from attending any Darshan for three months. All Darshans will be 
broadcast live without a password. 

• Suggestions 

The FoBM Team is open for your suggestions and experiences concerning FoBM. Please 
write us at:  friends@bhaktimarga.org 

• Thanks 

With you, the Friends of Bhakti Marga family has about 1000 members in more than 30 
countries on all five continents. The newsletters and information which FoBM sends out 
are translated into 14 different languages by an international translator team. We are very 
grateful for this seva service. Bhakti Marga is growing constantly and we know that in all 
areas there is a lot to translate.  
 
We are happy that you belong to our Friends of Bhakti Marga family and that you support 
Bhakti Marga with your love and financial support. Each link in the chain of FoBM is 
important for cohesion. Together with Guruji we are strong. United with Him we can bring 
Bhakti Marga, His path of love and devotion, closer to people so that their hearts open 
and our planet becomes a more peaceful and caring place to live for all creatures.  
 
On behalf of Bhakti Marga, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your help, 
your loyalty, and your love to our Satguru Paramahamsa Vishwananda and His path 
“Bhakti Marga”! 
  

On behalf of Bhakti Marga, 

    

Mataji Anjushri and the FoBM Team 

 

8. Attachment: Christmas Eve Speech 

 Guruji’s speech on Christmas Eve 



 

 

 

Christmas Eve dinner speech, 24.12.17 
 

Jai Gurudev everyone! 
 
Audience: Jai Gurudev! 
 
Paramahamsa Vishwananda: Merry Christmas! 
 
Audience: Merry Christmas! 
 
PV: You know, it’s true, we were sitting here and talking. I said in the past years it was not 
so many people. I remember when we started with Steffenshof, we were how many? 10 
people? Or 20 people? 
 
Audience: 22 

 
 
PV: We were 22 people. Now we are 500 people. I was asking what brings everyone, 
because very often here in Europe especially (well I guess everywhere else too) Christmas 
is mostly with the family. But I was talking with somebody, and then I asked, ‘Why do you 
come here?’ The person said, ‘I am tired of the same boring thing.’ [The audience laughs] 
The same routine, you know. You see, often people try to make it a family thing, but the 
routine of that family stays the same. They don’t change anything. Maybe they will cook 
some special food on that day.  
 
Audience: With meat. 
 



 

 

PV: Yes, killing so many poor animals, you know. Christmas is also for Nature, no? 
Because what is Christmas? It’s winter solstice. It’s the praise of the balance of Nature 
between summer and winter. People forget that, but you see the festivities everywhere. 
 
You know, I was travelling and, for the first time in my life, I missed a flight, twice! [The 
audience laughs] It has never happened. First going to Finland, and then the second 
going to Croatia. One time we stayed in the plane for 14 hours. 
 
Audience: In the plane? 
PV: Five hours in the plane, and then the rest was in the airport. But you can see that 
craze in the minds of people. People say, ‘Yes, okay, this is the time that I have to go for 
holiday.’ So, everybody has the same craze, because everybody is going for holiday. Then 
you have the craze of buying. Look, you can buy something very dear to the person, but 
many people go in excess. You see all the shops, everything is full, packed full. Then you 
ask yourself, what are people looking for? Most of the people don’t know what they are 
looking for. Yes, you are looking for this one hour which you sit at the table and say, ‘Yes, 
I have done Christmas with my family.’ And then the next day, they are the same again. 
That’s not the spirit of Christmas. That’s not what brings really the change inside of you. 
 
You know, seeing all of you, we can say, yes, you are looking for something greater:  truly 
what Christ has brought to this world. That’s what I always say. Christ was a reminder of 
God’s Love, and God’s Love is a different family in itself. It is a spiritual family. That’s what 
brings the fulfilment inside of you. To see even some family, you know, [is good] but 
when a whole family is on that path, it’s really amazing. It is beautiful to have this 
reminder of the true essence of Christmas, which is unity, which is true Love. Even if you 
don’t know each other, even if you don’t agree with each other, but there is a sense of 
Love, you know. So, that’s what binds everyone. When you know truly what Love is, that’s 
what makes you who you are, that’s what elevates you. And when you anchor yourself in 
that true Love, no one can move you and nothing in the outside can move you. The same 
with an anchor, you know. When a boat is without an anchor, the boat can move. But 
when the anchor is there, the boat can’t move. Or it can move, but only with difficulty. So, 
if you know what this true Love is, and you have anchored yourself in that true Love, let 
that be the spirit of Christmas. It’s the Love that you feel not only here, but what you have 
inside of you. Because you have that inside of you, that’s why God brought you. 
 
So, let not only this Christmas, but let every moment of your life be Christmas, a reminder 
of God’s Love. Because Christ is not born only today, you know. He is born each moment 
that you think of Him. Every moment that you change, He is born, because He is Love. He 
is this unconditional Love. He is this Love which God longs for. And that’s what you are 
called to be. 
 
Without Love, you can have big, big words (many people will talk about a big, big 
message for Christmas, you know) but without Love, they will just be mere words. So, 
keep reminding yourself of how lucky you are to be able to love, how lucky you are that 
you can feel that Love, how lucky you are that through that Love you can know God. 
Because there are many in this world who don’t feel that Love. You know, when you look 
at Christmas nowadays, half of the people are drunk and eating meat. How many animals 
are being killed for just a pleasure of the tongue? 
So, like every year, people always make resolutions. Please make a resolution that next 
year you will spread the message that people should not kill animals. You should fight for 



 

 

being vegetarian and you should encourage other people to realise what kind of sickness 
they are putting inside of themselves. You are vegetarian, yes, but also help others to 
realise that. There are so many videos on YouTube you can see; show them the atrocity 
that they are participating in. Even if they don’t want to see, they like to eat, no? Then 
show them, ‘If you like to eat, you should see!’ Love is not just ‘I love you’, Love is for the 
whole atmosphere, the whole environment. Love is for the animals also.  
 
If you want peace in this world, first of all, people should change that. People have to 
have more and more awareness. Killing is not just when you kill somebody and when big 
things are happening, no? It’s also what you are participating in by eating meat. So, 
please, bring that awareness outside. 
 
That’s the spirit of Christmas. If you can say you are here to protect the weak, then God 
will give you that. He will give you the strength, He will give you the power. He will stand 
by you. Very often I hear vegan people talking or people talking about vegetarianism, 
and you can see when they have that willingness to stand behind something, they are 
strong in it. They have a different energy, they have a different power. Not just ‘skin 
deep’, you know. But they have something deeper than that inside of them that comes 
out.  
 
So, don’t be shallow in your spirituality. Spirituality is not shallow. You have to go deeper 
into it. Spreading the Divine Name is very good, but spread also how people should be. 
Only then, Love will grow. It is not negative, you know. It may sound negative, but in 
reality, no, it is positive. 
 
Jai Gurudev everyone! 
 

 

 

 


