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FRIENDS OF  
BHAKTI MARGA 
NEWSLETTER JULY 2019 
 
 
‘WHERE THE GURU IS, IS VRINDAVAN. WHERE THE GURU IS, IS THE HOLY 

TIRTHA ITSELF.  ALL THE HOLY PILGRIMAGE PLACES ARE WHERE THE 

GURU LIVES.’  

 Paramahamsa Vishwananda (from His commentary on the Sri Guru Gita) 

Tirtha (तीर्थ, IAST: Tīrtha) is a Sanskrit word that means "crossing place, ford", and refers to any place, 

text or person that is holy. 
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Jai Gurudev 

Dear Friends of Bhakti Marga 

We can already look back on the first half of the year 2019 and we thank you for your regular 
financial support.  

The cold season has passed and Heidenrod-Springen and Bhakti Marga have put on their 
“summer dress” and we all enjoy the warmer, longer days and the mild Summer nights. 

After the festivities for Guruji’s birthday in June, Shree Peetha Nilaya and its grounds will be 
prepared freshly, creatively and invitingly for the Just Love Festival “Celebrate Love” in July. 
There is a happy and expecting atmosphere here and we are eager to receive all the many 
visitors from near and far.  

For young and old there is a large range of activities which appeal to all the senses in order to 
experience the theme of “Celebrate Love“, and to share and realise love and joy. 

You and your family and friends are heartily welcome! 

 

1. Review of the first months of 2019 

➢ In January the 50-year-old floor in the Lobby and in the back-office rooms was replaced 
by a new attractive floor covering which was appreciated by many. 
 

➢ Early in January, we had the country week for Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia, Macedonia 
and Albany with 172 participants in total. 
 

➢ Beginning of February, 85 guests from Switzerland came for their country week to SPN, 
followed by Turkey with 26 and Greece with 36 people. 
 

➢ What is new now: the official Darshan days are on Thursdays and Fridays. In addition, 
Guruji blesses the participants of the respective country week again with Darshan 
exclusively for them on Saturdays.  
 

➢ In March, we celebrated Maha Shivaratri for the first time in the new temple, the 
Bhutabhrteshwarnath Mandir. It couldn’t hold all the participants, so that’s why groups 
alternated between the temple and the Darshan Hall with its live broadcast. All the 
Friends of Bhakti Marga could witness the event by live broadcast wherever they were! 
 

➢ At the end of the month, we had the Italian country week where we welcomed 138 
friends. 
 

➢ April was a very special month for us. Christianity and Hinduism balanced each other 
in SPN. Both the nine-day Spring Navaratri and the Easter week, followed by Baptisms, 
were celebrated with the same love, joy and dedication. East and West unite in belief, 
and this makes the Bhakti Marga Centre unique. Like Guruji said, there is but One God 
who is Love and all of us carry this Love within our hearts. We all are united by this 
Love and walk together the path of devotion, Bhakti Marga. Om Namo Narayana! 
 

➢ During the first week of May, we had the country week for France with 220 guests, 
together with 57 guests from Belgium. In several Satsangs in French, Guruji answered 
many questions and illustrated them with stories of Saints and Avatars. Thus, He helps 
us to follow our spiritual path unwaveringly, honestly and trustingly, even if many fellow 
human beings don’t understand or even reject us. 
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➢ Middle of June was the country week for Austria and Germany, followed by the week 
for Czech Republic and Slovakia. 

 

2. Inauguration of the Rukhmini Panduranga Mandir (Temple) in Shree Peetha Nilaya, 
14 April 2019 

The most important event in April was the inauguration of the new temple for Lord Vitthala 
Panduranga and Rukhmini during the last three days of Navaratri. 

We wrote about the construction of the temple in the newsletter of September 2018. 

http://media.bhaktimarga.org/newsletter/2018/fobm/09-sep.html 

 

 

 

 

 

http://media.bhaktimarga.org/newsletter/2018/fobm/09-sep.html
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Report of Chidananda, a Brahmachari and Resident of SPN, about the inauguration of 
the temple:  

The Rukhmini Panduranga Temple Inauguration from 12 - 14 April 2019, marked a very 
auspicious time at Shree Peetha Nilaya. In fact, the final day of the ceremony was actually a 
culmination of three events that took place at The Ashram simultaneously: the temple 
inauguration; Ram Navami, where we celebrated the Appearance Day of Lord Rama; and the 
last day of Spring Navaratri.  

 

The temple inauguration itself was a three-day event, with traditional Vedic ceremonies 
performed by Guruji Himself. Each day, the main Murtis of Panduranga and His wife, Rukhmini, 
seemed to come alive, as Guruji took time and care to perform the ancient ritual of bringing 
them to life, called Prana Pratistha. The new temple, handcrafted by the devotees of Bhakti 
Marga Italy, shimmered with thousands of mirrored and specialty tiles, and was the perfect 
setting for these sparkling deities. 

The most beautiful part of the ceremonies, though, was Guruji’s presence at the temple on all 
three days. He personally performed the rituals on each day, with the highlight being the full 
abishekam done on the main deities inside the temple on the final day. 

Once the ceremonies were over, Guruji gave a Satsang on the importance of devotion in our 
lives. He described the dedicated faith of people throughout the centuries that resulted in 
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personal relationships with the Divine, just as tangible as the relationships we have with friends 
and family, and in a touching moment remarked, 'If you only knew how much He loves you.' 

For those who have not yet had the opportunity to see these deities in person, we encourage 
you to come and visit Panduranga and Rukhmini in their temple and get the blessings of this 
very special Divine Couple. 

Daily Ceremonies in the temple 

Guruji decided that the Matajis who live in the Ashram will serve as pujarinis for the murtis in 
the Rukhmini Panduranga Mandir. All are Brahmacharinis and very happy about this, for it is 
a great gift to serve the deities. They are really alive and our love and connection for Krishna 
and the Divine Mother deepens.  

At 6:30 in the morning we softly wake up Rukhmini and Panduranga with special rites and 
mantras and then we offer them a cup with warm honey milk. Afterwards we take them out of 
their small bed and place them on the altar. Later they get a bath, called abhishekam, are 
dressed in fresh clothes and we serve them breakfast. This we can later enjoy as prasad. After 
arati the glass door to the temple is closed but the murtis can be seen and worshipped from 
the outside. 

In the evening at 21:15 the doors are opened for the arati and after the final prayers, everybody 
is invited to come to the temple to walk around the deities in an indoor parikrama. 

Then the curtains are drawn. Vitthala Panduranga and Rukhmini get a warm honey milk with 
Tulsi and they are dressed in their pyjamas. Lovingly we put them to bed and wish them with 
a small arati a good sleep. Quietly we close the doors and they live on in our hearts. 

 

3. Events with Paramahamsa Vishwananda in SPN July - December 2019 

The dates for the following events are subject to change! Please always check the calendar 
on the Bhakti Marga Homepage: www.bhaktimarga.org.  

Only when the event is activated, then it will take place for sure and only then you can register 
and make a reservation for a stay in Shree Peetha Nilaya. https://www.bhaktimarga.org/events
   

JUST LOVE FESTIVAL:  13 /14 / 15 July 2019 

https://www.justlovefestival.org/ 

GURUPURNIMA:   16 July 2019 

KRISHNA JANMASTHAMI:   23 August 2019  

GAYATRI YAGNA:    07 / 08 September 2019 

NAVARATRI and DUSSERA:  29 September – 08 October 2019  

KARTIK NIGHT:    02 November 2019  

KARTIK PURNIMA    11 / 12 November 2019 

BABAJI DAY:     30 November 2019    

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION:   24 – 26 December 2019 

DARSHAN WOMEN:   27 & 29 December 2019 

DARSHAN MEN:    28 December 2019 

NEW YEARS EVE, KIRTAN:  31 December 2019 

http://www.bhaktimarga.org/
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/events
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/events
https://www.justlovefestival.org/
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4. Important notes  

• Membership fee:  
Important: Since 2016 the minimal FoBM contribution is 10 Euro per month. Please 
transfer your contribution regularly. You can place a standing order or pay for 
different intervals, annually, semi-annually or for several months. 
 
Please make sure that by end of June you have paid your contributions for the first 
part of the year. If needed, Anjushri will gladly give you information about your 
account balance. On our website you find all information about the payment 
possibilities, written in 14 languages:  
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/donate/fobm/payments 
 

• Guruji’s Christmas present for 2018: For all members of FoBM, Guruji brought a 
murti of Rukhmini and Lord Panduranga from India. If you have not yet picked it up, 
you still can get this blessed present till end of 2019 at Shree Peetha Nilaya at the 
Friends of Bhakti Marga desk (see also our Christmas letter and the newsletters of 
September 2018 and April 2019). 

• Change of address and name: Please do not forget to write us if your address, your 
phone number, your name or your spiritual name have changed.   

• Livestream (direct broadcast): Due to the new data protection act, we unfortunately 
cannot broadcast any Darshans live from SPN anymore. 
 

• With Guruji’s permission, from now on we will broadcast live certain events for 
FoBM only: For this purpose, you need the username FoBM (not your own name!) 
and a password. This password we will send you approximately one week prior to the 
event by e-mail. 
 

• Direct broadcasts in 2019 up to now have been Shivaratri, the Spring Navaratri and 
the Lakshmi Yagna. 
 

• About further direct broadcasts we can inform you only on short notice. We hope 
that we can broadcast live the first part of the Gayatri Yagna and the Autumn Navaratri 
in October for FoBM. 
 

• E-Mailing: Our FoBM information, like newsletters or invitations to join direct 
broadcasts, are sent by e-mail in 14 languages to our members. The addresses are 
saved in our mailing list. It might occur that mails from BM mass mailing could show up 
in your SPAM or JUNK folder. In case you cannot find our mail even there, please 
address friends@bhaktimarga.org or anjushri@bm365.org and we can look into the 
matter. 
 

• FoBM Member Card (see FoBM newsletter February 2018) 
The new Member Cash Card has proven successful and is well esteemed. The all-year 
discount of 10% is deducted automatically on payment. If it doesn’t work, then it is most 
likely due to a technical problem and has nothing to do with a possibly not yet paid 
membership fee. In such a case, refer to FoBM, preferably to Anjushri or to 
Akshajananda (who prints the cards) or go to the reception, which will get in touch with 
us. The problem is known at the BM Shop. In this case, they can deduct the discount 
manually. (The manual deduction unfortunately does not work in the Bhajan Café, in 
case this problem should occur there.) 

 

 

https://www.bhaktimarga.org/donate/fobm/payments
mailto:friends@bhaktimarga.org
mailto:anjushri@bm365.org
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5. Information from the BM Sadhana Team Shree Peetha Nilaya  

 

• Just Love Festival 2019  
is approaching and we are happy to invite 
you to join us for meditation, yoga for 
adults and children, family Maha OM 
Chanting, and much more to explore in 
our Yoga & Meditation Garden.  

Please find the details on the JLF 
Website: https://www.justlovefestival.org/ 

 
 

The Shree Peetha Nilaya Sadhana Team is happy to announce the first 24-Hour Maha OM 
Chanting in SPN. Join us on 16 November 2019 for this special event. We are excited to see 
you there! 

 

 

Dear Friends of Bhakti Marga, 

We thank you heartily for your loyalty and your support. 
 
Your financial help is very important and truly essential. You make such an important 
contribution to make Shree Peetha Nilaya, the International Headquarters and Mother-centre 
of Bhakti Marga, into an inviting place of love, joy and spiritual growth. 
 
SPN is the home of Paramahamsa Sri Swami Vishwananda and from here, His message of 
Love to open the hearts of mankind is spread. Here He gives Satsangs in the temple or 
outdoors in His meditation garden. People of all nations join in SPN, meet like-minded friends 
and find answers about the meaning of life or their own spiritual journey. 
 
And most importantly, they get the personal blessing of a great, enlightened Master, a true 
Guru, a Satguru. His Love is immeasurable and encompasses all! 
 
With affectionate summertime regards, we are looking forward to your visits to the Ashram! 

 

On behalf of Bhakti Marga, 

 

Paartha and Anjushri 

 

   

 

 

 

https://www.justlovefestival.org/
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6. Special Addition 

Sri Swami Vishwananda’s speech at the inauguration of the Rukhmini Panduranga 

Mandir (Temple) at Ashram Sri Peetha Nilaya on 14 April 2019 

Paramahamsa Vishwananda gave a heartfelt talk at the inauguration ceremony for the new 

Shree Peetha Nilaya Rukhmini Panduranga Mandir. Gurudev explained what a temple 

means, the significance of karma, the goal of the Lord's plan, and the unseen ways that God 

operates in our lives. 

https://www.paramahamsavishwananda.com/talk/panduranga-the-lord-eternal-

happiness 

Part One 

➢ PANDURANGA – THE LORD OF ETERNAL JOY AND HAPPINESS  

Paramahamsa Vishwananda 

 

Jai Gurudev, 

May the blessing of Panduranga and Rukhmini be to all of you, and especially those who 

have helped. 

You see, building a temple is not the aim of everybody. Not everybody has this Grace of 

participating in building a temple. A temple is a place where the Lord resides. Today we are 

celebrating Ram Navami, no? Rama Himself is a reminder of the inner temple. ‘Ra’ means 

temple, ‘ma’ means inside. So, Rama means something which is inside. So, on this 

auspicious day, we also make this beautiful temple of Panduranga and Rukhmini a reminder 

of what you have inside of you.  

➢ RAMA HIMSELF IS A REMINDER OF THE INNER TEMPLE. 

—Paramahamsa Vishwananda 

You may not feel what you have inside of you, you may not know what you have inside of 

you, but it is there. And that Grace which Bhagavan gave to His devotee, that Grace which 

the Lord planned long before you were born in this life, due to your punya, you have that 

Grace to participate. Don’t think that it is just happening randomly. Don’t think that it is you 

who is in control of things. This is where a human being is wrong. God gives you that choice, 

you know. He plays you. He makes you think that you are in control, but actually He is in 

control, and He does everything to bring you closer to Him. He makes everything so that your 

mind becomes absorbed upon Him. But for that, you must want it. He will not force you.  

You see, if you truly want something, you will do anything to have it, no? So, like that, He 

used the Italian people to build this wonderful temple, and He used all of you to participate. 

It’s not for His sake, actually, it is for your sake, so that you are reminded of the most 

important thing: that He is with you. Like we said, Panduranga is the Lord who is always 

joyful. There is no misery in Him. Misery is in your mind. When you are looking for misery, 

you will find it. If you are looking for a problem, you will create it! Even if there is no problem! 

And of course, when He sees that you want problems, He will ask His dear sister Maha Maya 

to help you. 

You know? He will ask His sister to overshadow you, not because He is very malicious, or 

that He wants to harm you. No. It’s because you are stupid! It’s so simple! He just wants to 

remind you how stupid you are. 

https://www.paramahamsavishwananda.com/talk/panduranga-the-lord-eternal-happiness
https://www.paramahamsavishwananda.com/talk/panduranga-the-lord-eternal-happiness
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When He gives Himself, and you say, ‘No.’ And then you want Maya. He says, ‘Yes, take!’ 

How long would you enjoy that there? So, in this form He is saying that life is joy. But real joy 

is something that is permanent, something that carries on; not a joy that it is limited. He 

wants to give you eternal joy. 

So, that Lord of joy, that Lord of happiness, wants you to have eternal joy, eternal happiness. 

And for that, He wants you fully for Him. Not partly. Partly is human. You want Him, but you 

are not sincere with your wanting Him. You want Him, BUT! There are so many things before 

you want Him. You want so many things: material things, you must be comfortable, you must 

have a good relationship, you must have a good husband or good wife, you must have good 

children. Then Bhagavan comes completely low on the list.  

But He continuously reminds those who belong to Him. By many means, He continuously 

says, ‘Hey, when will you wake up? Now you are sleeping with Maya. For how long?’ 

This mind, which is attached to things, which is limited, will never be happy. He wants you to 

be happy. He wants you to be happy eternally, but do you want to be eternally happy? What 

does eternal happiness mean? You know only that which is limited. Panduranga, that Name, 

that eternal joy, that eternal Love; that’s what He wants to give you. And that’s what He has 

given. If you look at all the saints who have attained Him, He is Leeladhari; He is so dear to 

His devotee, that in quietness He comes to serve His devotee. In quietness He does His 

things, not showing what He is doing. But as people, we like to see things, no? When we do 

something, we like to see the result, no? [laughing] But His result is well hidden. Those who 

truly long for Him don’t need a result on the outside. They know they will attain Him. That 

certainty that He promised in the Gita. He doesn’t deviate from His promise. You may have 

taken millions of lives, but how merciful is He to remind you!? Hmm? Still, you are sleeping. 

Today we are celebrating 9578 years of the birth of Rama, no? Quite a long time. But still, 

His life is being chanted. Why? Because He was good, or because He was God incarnated, 

or because He went to kill Ravana and save His wife? No, not because of that! We are 

celebrating His birthday even after all these years, as a reminder. For whatever else He had 

come into this world for, He came as a reminder to humanity. That’s why, even now in India 

or elsewhere, wherever the Ramacharitamanas is being read, if the people go deeper into it, 

it is like it is said in the Ramacharitamanas: just the Name of Rama can make one cross the 

ocean of samsara. Just that: Rama!  

— Paramahamsa Vishwananda 

 


