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IF YOU WANT TO EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF GOD, HELP, DO CHARITY. THIS WILL
OPEN THE HEART, BECAUSE WHEN YOU DO CHARITY, YOU DON’T THINK OF
YOURSELF, YOU THINK OF SERVING.
– SRI SWAMI VISHWANANDA
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1. Introduction
Out of love to Sri Swami Vishwananda you have decided to become a member of
`Friends of Bhakti Marga`. All of us, his Devotees and disciples worldwide, support his
mission of love and unity. It changes the consciousness of people and guides them back
to their divine origin, to peace and wellbeing among all peoples.
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your regular financial support. This is an
important and valuable support to anchor Bhakti Marga, the path of devotion, in the
hearts of people.
In a recent Satsang, we asked Guruji to explain in detail the topic “donation“. Here his
answer:

2. Satsang with Mahamandaleshwar Sri
Swami Vishwananda about donation
Q: What is the meaning of donation and which attitude should we have when we
donate?
SV: So, then tell me!
Audience: Every donation has its blessing in it.
SV: Yes, but why donation?
Audience: Donation, it is if you give something, it is good for your soul, for yourself to
give something. It’s Bhakti. It is a kind of surrender.
SV: Donation is a kind of surrender?
Audience: Yes, donation to give something. If you give something from yourself, it is like
Bhakti. Isn’t it?

SV: So what you are saying is that all the people who give big, big donations to big, big
companies, to, let’s say, Red Cross, all this stuff, they have Bhakti inside of them?
Audience: No, they think that they receive something for the donation.
SV: No. It’s always about the attitude, about how you are donating that counts.
Audience: Yes, what your right hand gives, the left hand should not know about.
SV: It’s true. You see, the whole concept of donation, it’s not only in Hinduism, but in all
the religions they have the same precept. In the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna said 10% of
what you receive should go for something positive. It’s true. You see, there are many
people who give donations. They have so much money, they don’t know what to do,
“Okay, there is this charity there, let me give to that charity.” But do you think they get
anything by doing that? No, they don’t get anything. Not even a single percent of
blessing. When the pride is giving, what blessing will come out of that? Nothing.
The attitude of donation must be there. You see, if one person gives something, but
their mind is still attached to it, “Oh, you know, I have given to that organisation” or “I
have given that much”, the mind keeps hanging on that. Have you given? No, you have
not given! The physical aspect has been given, but you have not let go of it. Your mind
is still hanging onto what you have given. Then you keep saying, “Oh yes, I have done
this” or “I have done that.” These people don’t get anything…nothing at all!
But those who do it in the most simple way, they get everything. Even if they don’t have
anything, you know, God will shower them with so much. That’s why the attitude of
donating – that’s what Christ said, didn’t he? That what the right hand gives, the left
hand should not know. Give and forget about it; this is the right attitude. And, of course,
like I said, in all religions it’s said that 10% of your income should be given either to an
ashram, or to do service, so that it’s not only that your mind focuses on the outside
things. It’s also to divert your mind that this part is for the society, this part is for the
benefit of spiritual growth, you know. And, of course, with this attitude when you give
something, then you will receive the blessing.
But even that you should not think about – you see, donation doesn’t mean only money.
I’m talking any kind of donation. When somebody does any charity, when somebody
gives any donation, the moment that amount has left your hand, it’s not yours anymore.
So you should not even think about it, and you should not even say, “Ah, yes, I have
done this, I have done that.”
This is the right attitude, you see, to give donations, or to give something. If you just
give something and then keep thinking about it, then it’s better that you don’t give it,
because it will not profit the person who is giving nor the person who is receiving.
Why is it not profiting the person receiving it? If it is something material, due to that
expectation or how it was given, it will not bear the right fruit. But if somebody gives
purely from the heart, because they are willing to give, then they will profit from that.
This is in every religion, you know, not only in Hinduism. Bhagavan Krishna even spoke
about it in the Bhagavad Gita. He said it’s very important to give. That’s what will also
increase your punya, so that your soul can advance; otherwise it doesn’t. So that right
attitude is very important.
I’ll tell you a story, a beautiful story, which one mataji told when we were in Mauritius. It
is her own experience. It’s one of the most touching and most wonderful experiences.

You see, when we were building the temple in Mauritius, we didn’t have so much
money, so we were telling the people that if they wanted to donate they could donate,
and, of course, donation is not only money, they could come and help or anything. But
she wanted so much to donate something.
When she opened her purse, she had only 20 cents. She was not rich, you know. So she
took the 20 cents and, with a heavy heart, she prayed. She said, “Lord, I have only this to
give You. I don’t have any more than this. Please, accept it.” So she put it in the box,
returned home and was feeling very sad that she could not give more than that. This
was from her heart, you know. So that whole night, she didn’t feel at ease about having
given only the 20 cents, but that’s all that she had.
The next day she got a letter, and when she opened the letter, she found that she had
won 20,000 rupees. You see how He repays everything, how He gives? So this is when
you do charitable work, when you help, when you give a donation, you know, it’s not
only about the money. Money, what is it? Today it is here, tomorrow it is not here. I have
seen millionaires become poor in one month.
There was one lady and her husband. Actually, I know these people. They were working,
they were very poor, working in the field. So they had their garden and everything, and
were humble people. So one day, they won a lottery. They became very rich. So when
they became rich, what came with it was the pride that rose in them. And all of a sudden
they started having big, big houses and living a very extravagant life, thinking that this
money would stay forever.
So every night the man and the wife would go to the casino, and there he would drink
and fight. One Chinese guy told him, “You just became rich. We are rich too, but we
know how to handle money. You just became rich, so you don’t know how to handle the
money. You will ruin yourself completely.”
Within a month’s time, he not only had spent that money, but he was even poorer than
he was before. Before, when he was poor, he at least had a house, he had garden, he
had a field to look after. After that one month of enjoying that millionaire lottery that he
got, he became even poorer. Even that house he didn’t have. He didn’t have anything.
Everything was taken away, because after playing he took on debts and so on and so
on, you know. He ruined everything completely.
So where you invest your money… if you invest in the Divine, He will hold upon that. But
if you invest it in the world, Maya also knows how to handle everything and she knows
best.
So, you see Mataji, donation is easy to do, but the right attitude must be there. One
must have the right attitude of doing service, or donating something, not only because
they have the money, but because they are willing to do it. And if they are willing to do
it, then they will achieve even more. But if somebody doesn’t have that willingness, and
just says, “Okay, yes, I will do this to get more things from God”, no, it doesn’t work like
that.

3. Yagna for ‘Friends of Bhakti Marga’

We would like to draw your attention to the Yagna on 25 August 2016 at 4 p.m. that
Swami Vishwananda will celebrate exclusively for ‘Friends of Bhakti Marga`.
“A Yagna is a sacred Hindu ceremony performed to help those present awaken the
Divine qualities through purification of the mind and heart.”
This Yagna is a present from Guruji to all ‘Friends of Bhakti Marga’, who have paid their
promised financial support regularly.
Please make sure that you have paid your promised monthly contributions till midAugust 2016 (i.e. January – August 2016). In case of an annual standing order in the
second part of the month, then end of July applies.
To register for the FoBM Yagna, please use the following link:
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/form/registration-fobm-yagna-2016
For any questions, contact Anjushri at friends@bhaktimarga.org
Deadline for application is 15 August 2016.
Your children up to the age of 18 may participate in the Yagna free of charge.
Important: Admittance to the Yagna will be with your membership card only!
Live broadcast: We plan a livestream for all members who cannot come to Shree
Peetha Nilaya. If the broadcast is technically possible, all FoBM members who have met
their financial obligations will receive a password after mid-August.

4. Important notes
Change of address or name: Please inform us whenever you have a change of
address, phone number or your name, so that you will receive our Christmas letter and
so your membership card can be printed correctly.
Membership card: The card is personal and not transferable. It contains your name,
your country and your membership number. Please have your card always with you
when coming to Shree Peetha Nilaya. Present it at the Bhakti Shop and for courses, or if
you have questions concerning FoBM.
Bhakti Marga Newsletter: This newsletter informs you every month about news and
important occurrences within Bhakti Marga. If you would like to subscribe, go to
www.bhaktimarga.org or use this link: https://www.bhaktimarga.org/contact/receiveupdates?
Livestream (direct broadcast): All Darshans that Sri Swami Vishwananda gives at the
Bhakti Marga Centre, Springen, will be broadcast for everyone live (no password
needed). Go to www.bhaktimarga.org and click “livestream“, or click on the symbol with
the camera.
Username and password are only needed for events that are broadcast live exclusively
for FoBM. A live broadcast is possible depending on the location of the event. Often
this is decided with short notice, but we always attempt to send you the invitation in the
week before the broadcast.
Currently planned live broadcasts:
Krishna Janmashtami: 24 August, 2016
FoBM Yagna: 25 August 2016
Navaratri: 1-2 days

5. Discounts
During specific events you will benefit from a 10% discount in the Bhakti Marga Shop at
Shree Peetha Nilaya. (No discount will be given on the Bhagavad Gita or other books of
Sri Swami Vishwananda.)
The discount will be given during the following dates:
12 June – 19 June, 2016: Week of Guruji’s birthday.
14 July – 21 July, 2016: We celebrate the Just Love Festival 2016
14 August – 28 August, 2016: Bhagavad Gita course and Yagna for FoBM
1 October – 11 October, 2016: Navaratri
18 December – 3 January, 2017: Christmas and New Year’s Eve / New Year

6. Summer event
This year we will also celebrate a JUST LOVE
FESTIVAL in Shree Peetha Nilaya. It will take place
from 15 July – 17 July, 2016. For more information go
to: www.www.justlovefestival.org (please pass the
information on to people interested)
Those who had the chance to participate at last year’s
festival know how inspiring the time was for everyone.
Approximately 2000 people (many who came for the
first time to Springen) attended this event. Let us open
together the path to love and Sri Swami Vishwananda
for even more people this year.

7. Review on the ‘Darshan Tour’
May 2016 in Spain

A discount of 5% was granted to members of FoBM
who participated in this pilgrimage. This discount will
be granted also for all further Darshantours in different
countries, and we will inform you about this as the time
comes.

We are looking forward seeing you soon again in Shree Peetha Nilaya. With love and
thankfulness for your precious support. We greet you heartily!

On behalf of Bhakti Marga,

Paartha and Mataji Anjushri

